
Minutes of the Squash Ontario Annual General Meeting 
Held on the 3rd day of June, 2017 

Royal Woodbine Golf Club, Toronto, ON 
 

Janice Lardner, President of Squash Ontario, called the meeting to order and acted 
as Chair of the meeting. Lynsey Yates acted as Secretary of the meeting.  
 
The Chair stated that proper notice of this meeting had been given to the members 
of Squash Ontario and that quorum of the members of Squash Ontario was present 
in person or by authorized delegates. She, therefore, declared the meeting to have 
been regularly called and properly constituted.  
 
The Chair noted that 34 Squash Ontario member clubs were represented at the 
meeting exceeding the quorum of 23. In addition, with a total of 317 paid courts, 
146 votes were represented in this quorum.   
 
Upon motion duly made, (Rob Brooks, Executive Squash and Fitness), seconded 
(Aaron Rodrigues, Glendon Athletic Club) and unanimously carried, it was  
 
Resolved that: 
 
The reading of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Members of 
Squash Ontario held on 17 June 2016 at the Royal Woodbine Golf Club be 
waived and the minutes approved.  
 
 
Board of Directors Report 
 
Janice Lardner reported for the Board of Directors on the 2016-2017 year. 
 
Over the past 12 months, Squash Ontario completed a metamorphous that including 
solidifying our human resources, moving office locations, and creating a new 
website and communication plan all which resulted in a renewed energy driving the 
organization.  With a clear vision, and a committed staff and board, the 2016-17 
season was a banner year across several key areas with a great deal of momentum 
heading into 2017-18.   
 
Our most ambitious undertaking for 2016-17 was launched in the form of Project 
10k, a membership program designed to grow our individual competitive base from 
1100 in 2015-16 to 10,000 strong by 2020.  In partnering with facilities to 
harmonize court dues and their member’s individual fees, 12 pilot clubs submitted 
their squash section membership to Squash Ontario at a reduced bulk rate to 
achieve a jump to 2600 members in our first year of the program.  The goal of 
Project 10k is to dramatically increase squash’s appeal to government granting 
agencies, corporate partners and media outlets by strengthening and growing our 
network of avid squash players across the province.  



Another area of success in 2016-17 was the continued partnership with the Jesters 
University League which has not only seen its number of teams double in the past 7 
years, but also the quality and depth of play improve significantly.  This league has 
provided a vehicle for juniors wanting to continue their playing careers, as well as 
new athletes that have picked up the sport in one of the many bustling University 
squash facilities across the province.  It now produces dozens of squash enthusiasts 
graduating each year who will become the leaders of our sport in the future, joining 
member clubs and participating in leagues and tournaments. In 2016-17 we 
welcomed Ryerson, Ottawa, Guelph, York and Laurier into the fold with further 
expansion expected in the coming years.   
 
Junior development continues to be the bedrock of Squash Ontario and after several 
new initiatives launched in 2016-17, overall participation increased by 28%.  Key 
partnerships with regional circuits in Ottawa and Southwestern Ontario, as well as 
the continued promotion of female squash across the province, helped to introduce 
hundreds of new players to competitive junior squash play.  Also of note was the 
Jesters Travelling Team program which saw 40 juniors have an opportunity to 
travel across the province to meet new friends and solidify their love of the sport. 
On the high school front, a 3-year plan to have squash recognized as an OFSSA sport 
was launched in 2016, including the addition of regional events which resulted in a 
25% participation increase in our high school portfolio.    
 
Adult tournament and league play was also on the rise in 2016-17, up 11% from the 
previous year.  This can be attributed to the dedicated tournament organizers and 
committees across the province who put on high quality, low cost events that left 
adults and masters wanting more both on and off the court.  Female participation 
was a key driver of this increase with growth experienced via our Squash Ontario 
ambassador grant program, the Toronto and District Women’s Squash Association 
and several women’s only open houses and events across the province.   
 
Squash Ontario saw their ability to give charitable tax receipts return in 2016 via 
the newly formed National Sports Trust Fund.  This helped to re-launch a donation 
program designed to foster both junior development and our provincial squash hall 
of fame.  In March of this season, a capacity audience were on hand for the induction 
of Jim Kenward, Victor Harding and Rob Brooks as the class of 2017 in the Ontario 
Squash Hall of Fame.  
 
The process of strengthening our regions continued in 2016-17 in the form of the 
ambassador grant which targeted programing in regions without full time 
professionals. With special thanks to Squash Ontario ambassadors John Wilson and 
Joanna Phang who re-energized dozens of facilities throughout the province, it 
became clear that the momentum they helped to create was appreciated and 
necessary to build on in the future.  
 
Last, but certainly not least, is Ontario’s outstanding performance on the courts! 
Leading the way was a return home for both Men’s and Women’s Canadian Senior 



Singles trophies. Nick Sachvie of St. Catharines won his first Canadian Senior title 
and Hollie Naughton of Oakville made it two in a row.  Close on their heels was 
Sudbury’s Mike McCue who was a surprise finalist and broke into the world top 90 
in 2016-17. Ottawa’s Samantha Cornett placed 3rd at Nationals and coming back 
from injury vaulted to #33 in the world. Our juniors also brought the Canadian Cup 
home for provincial performance with 4 of 8 national titles won.  Congratulations to 
George Crowne (BU17), Nikhil Ismail (BU15), Charlotte Orcutt (GU17) and Salma 
Mounir (GU13).  In addition, dozens of doubles and age category champions 
represented Ontario including our gold medal winning Masters Team (Bruce 
Marrison, Scott Kempt-Gee, Trent Haase, Wayne Pye, Julie Hisey, Elka Markus and 
Sue Desa) who all contributed to what was a return to prominence for Ontario 
athletes after a few seasons of sharing the spotlight.  
 
While much progress was made in 2016-17, a great deal of work remains to 
continue to grow and develop our sport in Ontario.  Areas of focus for 2017-18 will 
include regional development, re-engaging the dozens of underused and unused 
courts in community facilities across the province, improving coaching and 
officiating pathways and continue to reverse the trend of declining participation 
amongst adult demographics (including Master’s events, regional league play and 
rural centers). Our dedicated staff and board will continue to pursue all growth and 
development opportunities across the province and look forward to meeting these 
challenges head on.  
 
I would like to take this final opportunity to give special thanks to our many 
partners and individuals that continue to support all we do at Squash Ontario.  None 
of the successes achieved this past year could have been realized without the 
generous support of The Jesters of Ontario, Black Knight, Harrow Sports, PureHMV, 
Assante Wealth/Capital Management, BMO Nesbitt Burns, Racquet Guys, and Robert 
Harder Risk Management.  This afternoon’s charity golf classic which raises critical 
funds for junior squash continues to get overwhelming support from Dowling IDA, 
Slaight Music, Arrow Capital Management, Racquet Guys, and ECN Capital. To our 
tournament organizers, patrons, officials, committee members and volunteers, I 
would like to express my gratitude on a season well done.   
 
Lastly, on behalf of the Squash Ontario board of myself, Bob Mansbridge, Nicole 
Garon, Kathy Cowper and Bruce Mansbridge, we would like to say goodbye and 
thank you to our great friend Andrew Mount.  After completing a 6-year board term, 
including 4 years as president, Andrew has been a passionate and dedicated soldier 
of Squash Ontario and we hope to make him proud in years to come.  
 
 
Director of Finance Report 
 
The financial statements of Squash Ontario for the fiscal year ending 31 March 2017 
were presented by Bob Mansbridge, Director of Finance.  
 



The 2017 Squash Ontario financial results reflect a year of positive change and 
significant growth. As such, the Board of Directors is pleased to report both nearly a 
10 percent increase in revenues over last year and a modest operating surplus as 
our Executive Director and team had their first full year to bring about impactful 
improvements, while maintaining strong fiscal control.  

Revenues grew significantly in 2016-17 due to increased tournament participation, 
a more focused sponsorship program and the relaunch of our charitable tax 
receipted donation program in support of the Ontario Squash Hall of Fame and Lee 
Hanebury Junior Fund. You will note that we completed the final year of the 
successful “ambassador” regional development grant program which resulted in 
decreasing revenues in this category; this has been identified as a priority for 2017-
18 and the team is currently working on funding proposals to replace this income. 
As noted by our President, Squash Ontario’s strategic plan is currently targeting a 
dramatic rise in the number of individual association members and we are pleased 
to report that we have doubled our membership while keeping dues paid static. As 
we continue to gain traction with the project, we expect modest increases here.  

Expenses were well managed in F2017 as several special projects were completed 
while still maintaining a surplus. Three increases of note: the office move and small 
capital build-out at our new Glendon College location; a modernized website, 
communication and branding platform was launched in September; and a 3-year 
investment in our coaching and officiating programs by bulk purchasing materials 
which impacted the F2017 income statement in the leadership category. 
Additionally, the ambassador program which wrapped up in March included a 
significant increase in athlete development expenses over 2016-17. Lastly, it should 
be noted that during the first full year of our new accrual based accounting system, 
both accounts receivable and payable balances have been impacted over the 
previous fiscal year.   

Overall the board of directors is very pleased with the financial progress made in 
2016-17 and we look forward to building on this strong performance in 2017-18. In 
last year’s report, I said I was looking forward to recovery. The team has achieved 
this, and more. The momentum going into the new year is strong, and the team 
supported by the board is seeking much improved partnerships in 2017-18. These 
partnerships will provide important funding to allow ever improving development 
of our athletes, and a steady build up on our regional delivery programs. All this is to 
enable Squash in Ontario to grow and develop our sport province wide.  

There were no questions on the finance report.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Approval of the Financial Statements for the Fiscal Year Ending 31 March 2017 
 
Upon motion duly made (Eric Baldwin, Badminton and Racquet Club), seconded 
(Danny Paolucci, Richmond Hill Squash Club) and unanimously carried, it was 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The financial statements for the Corporation for the fiscal year ending 31 
March 2017 be approved.  
 
 
Appointment of Auditors 
 
Upon motion duly made (Matt Easingwood, The Club and White Oaks), seconded 
(Vinit Kuvda, University of Waterloo) and unanimously carried, it was 
 
Resolved that: 
 
BDO Canada LLP be appointed auditors of Squash Ontario to hold office until a 
successor is appointed at a remuneration to be fixed by the Directors, the 
Directors being authorized to fix such remuneration.  
 
Slate of Nominees for the Squash Ontario Board of Directors 
 
Janice Lardner introduced the slate of nominees for election to the 2017-19 Squash 
Ontario Board of Directors. 
 
Upon motion duly made (Eric Baldwin, Badminton & Racquet Club), seconded (Gabe 
Platt, Laurier University Squash Team) and unanimously carried, it was 
 
Resolved that: 
 
Bob Mansbridge and Kathy Cowper are re-elected and Gordon Campbell is 
newly elected as members of the Squash Ontario board of directors for the 
term of 2017-2019.   
 
Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adjournment  
Upon motion duly made, (Dave Van Morsel, Maple City Squash Club), seconded 
(Barbara Cooper, Mayfair Lakeshore) and unanimously carried, it was 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The 2017 annual and General Meeting of Members be adjourned.  
 

 
Janice Lardner, Chair 
 

 
Lynsey Yates, Secretary 
 
Dated this 3rd day of June 2017 


