
Minutes of the Squash Ontario Annual General Meeting 

Held on the 15th day of June, 2018 

Richmond Hill Golf Club, Toronto, ON 

 

Bruce Marrison, Acting President of Squash Ontario, called the meeting to order and acted 

as Chair of the meeting. Lynsey Yates acted as Secretary of the meeting.  

The Chair stated that proper notice of this meeting had been given to the members of 

Squash Ontario and that quorum of the members of Squash Ontario was present in person 

or by authorized delegates. He, therefore, declared the meeting to have been regularly called 

and properly constituted.  

The Chair noted that 44 Squash Ontario member clubs were represented at the meeting 

exceeding the quorum of 23. In addition, with a total of 318 paid courts, 191 votes were 

represented in this quorum.   

Upon motion duly made, (Eric Baldwin, Badminton & Racquet Club), seconded (Matt 

Easingwood, The Club at White Oaks) and unanimously carried, it was  

 

Resolved that: 

The reading of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Members of Squash 

Ontario held on June 3, 2017, at the Royal Woodbine Golf Club be waived and the 

minutes approved.  

 

Board of Directors Report 

The following report was read by Bruce Marrison. 

The 2017-18 Squash Ontario season was one of the most successful in the history of our 
organization as the Board of Directors was pleased to report record revenues, increased 
participation across all demographics, the galvanization of our corporate and personal 
giving program, continued strong partnerships and the significant investment in athlete 
development programs. In Squash Ontario’s second full season with a new and energetic 
team in place led by Executive Director Jamie Nicholls, the board is pleased with both this 
past season’s results and feel that the future of squash in our province is extremely bright. 

The season kicked off with a strong mandate to not only continue to improve participation 
rates at the grassroots level but to also take aim at maintaining Ontario’s status as a world 
leader in producing top international players. To accomplish this, funds would need to be 
raised to support new programs, and raised they were! Led by our new tax receipting status 
through the National Sports Trust Fund and the newly formed Squash Ontario fund-raising 
committee, the provincial squash community gave generously, both corporately and 
personally, to help us invest in our future. Special thanks to Equity Builders, The Jesters of 
Ontario, Sprott Resources and Slaight Music, our leading corporate partners who helped to 
shatter all existing fund-raising efforts to the tune of $140,000. These funds were invested 
in a variety of ways, including new grassroots and school squash programming, regional 



development squads, provincial talent identification, Team Ontario juniors and the newly 
launched Provincial Training Center. Also of note was the subsidization of 60 of our top 
young juniors and 10 high performance coaches for a trip to the U.S. Junior Open at Yale 
University in December. 

These fundraising efforts were helped immensely by Project 10k, our newly launched 
membership program whereby Squash Ontario has partnered with over 40 clubs and 
leagues to provide bulk memberships to their players which has increased our reporting 
demographic from 1300 members in 2015 to our current total of 5600. This has reduced the 
cost of membership for individuals and clubs but increased Squash Ontario’s viability to 
corporate partners as well as to the Government of Ontario. As such, we are thrilled to 
report increased government funding secured for 2018-2020 by way of our expanded 
ambassador program which supports key demographics including regional development, 
women and masters programming and University squash. Project 10k is currently on track 
to reach our goal of an army of 10,000 avid squash players by 2020 that will continue to 
help us access these funds to invest back into our sport. 

Specific areas of success in 2017-18 included the continued expansion of the Jesters 
University League which continues to expand rapidly in both number of teams and in 
quality and depth of play. A key driver of this going forward will be a new partnership with 
the OUA (Ontario University Athletics) as Ontario University squash becomes a destination 
for not only top domestic juniors, but International players who want a quality athletic 
experience along with a world class education. In the same vein, this season Squash Ontario 
took aim at aligning our high school squash program with the success in the Jesters 
University League as we are focused on a similar partnership with OFSAA, the organization 
that governs secondary school athletics. 

Junior event participation, as mentioned earlier, has now increased a whooping 42% since 
2015 in tournament entries and 2017-18 saw many events sold-out, proving that the future 
is in good hands. On the senior side, participation increased by a solid 8%, with masters and 
doubles numbers notably on the rise. Squash Ontario’s many sanctioned leagues also saw 
participation continue to stabilize and in some cases expand; in addition we are thrilled to 
report the success of several new and growing women’s programs across the province. 
Squash Ontario is also thrilled to report our first increase in club memberships in over a 
decade, welcoming new association facilities TEN X (Toronto), Collingwood Squash and 
Wellness Center, Master Fitness and Squash Complex (Newmarket), North Toronto Squash, 
Richmond Hill Country Club and the Lindsay Recreation Complex. 

On the courts in 2017-18 Ontario continued to be a leader in Canadian Squash with dozens 
of national champions crowned across all demographics despite strong seasons by BC, 
Alberta and Quebec in particular. Notables include our National Champion winning Senior 
Women’s Team of Sam Cornett, Hollie Naughton and Micaala Seth, Canada Cup winning 
junior champions James Flynn (U19), Charlotte Orcutt (U17) and Molly Chadwick (U15) as 
well National Masters Champion’s David Sly (M50), and Lorraine Tetreault (W60) and 
Canadian Mixed Doubles Champions Stephanie Edmison and Arjun Gupta. Congratulations 
also go to National Team athletes who will represent Canada this coming year at the world 
championships; Nick Sachvie, Mike McCue, Sam Cornett, Hollie Naughton and Junior boys 
James Flynn, George Crowne and Julien Gosset. 

While the 2017-18 season celebrated many successes, our board of directors, committees 
and staff will stay laser focused on keeping our current momentum and striving to grow the 
sport we love. New initiatives for 2018-19 will include a continued roll-out of our athlete 



development program, the implementation of new tournament and rankings software Club 
Locker, a revamped officiating program, increasing our inventory of certified coaches, the 
long but important road to OFSAA inclusion and to continue to support our regions who do 
so much good work to develop squash. 

I would like to take this final opportunity to give special thanks to our many partners and 
individuals that support all we do at Squash Ontario. The provincial squash community is 
truly a special group of people and we are so fortunate to be able to serve you all. Our list of 
generous donors and corporate partners is growing too long to thank in my address but 
they are acknowledged in your AGM package and around the room. In addition, the dozens 
of committee members and volunteers that take the time and energy to give back to our 
sport, including the finest team of officials in the world that we are lucky enough to have 
right in our backyard. To the squash professionals and club owners that are our 
ambassadors to the world, nothing could be accomplished without your hard work and 
dedication – you are truly family to us at Squash Ontario and your support is appreciated 
deeply. 

Lastly, on behalf of the Squash Ontario board of myself, Bob Mansbridge, Nicole Garon, 
Kathy Cowper and Gordon Campbell, we would like to say goodbye and thank you to one of 
the truly most special leaders our organization has seen. Janice Lardner, our dear friend and 
President for the past 4 years has been the architect and driver of the new vision and energy 
we now have at Squash Ontario. Her tireless dedication through transitional times, ability to 
challenge yet trust her board and staff and sheer passion for the sport has taken us to a 
place of power and a key reason why the past two years have been so successful. Janice has 
done her part for the sport and although will stay involved at a variety of levels she will now 
pass the torch to myself and our capable team. Thank-you Jan for your years of service, we 
will do you proud and continue the good work you have started. 

On behalf of the Squash Ontario Board of Directors, 

 
Bruce Marrison 
Acting President, Squash Ontario Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Director of Finance Report 

The following report was read by Gordon Campbell on behalf of Bob Mansbridge. 

It is a pleasure to report in a year of healthy growth that all our significant financial 

objectives have been met. The results include planned increases in revenues and expenses 

over last year, which has enabled Squash Ontario to significantly add to the growth of 

squash in Ontario. This has been delivered with strong fiscal management, which includes a 

small operating surplus. In addition, our balance sheet remains solid with increases in 

payables and inventory matching our program needs. 

Let’s examine the details. 

Revenues grew by over 20% due to significant growth in donations and sponsorships. This 

was driven by hard work both at the board and executive director level, and the generosity 

of our growing Squash Ontario family. Two other revenue lines warrant careful attention 

going forward. We experienced a slight decline in government grants this year as the funds 

supporting the Ambassador Program came to an end. We had planned to gain other sources 

of government funds in the year, but I am pleased to report that an incremental grant has 

been secured for the next two fiscal years. Also, our membership fees are slightly below 

expectations, as we continue the transition to the new membership model. Our intent was 

to break even as we ramp up the membership numbers, but to ensure continuing 

momentum the team has implemented a plan that will allow this goal to be reached in 2018-

19. 

Expenses have tracked closely with revenues as the team took advantage of the opportunity 

to step up in four key areas. Ontario Juniors, School Squash, Regional Development and the 

clothing launch have all enjoyed increased funding, all while being well managed within the 

mandate of a Not for Profit organisation. Additional administration costs have stayed flat 

which is a significant achievement during this period of growth. For example, the benefit of 

our new offices at Glendon is being realised with more cost-effective office expense. 

Overall the board of directors is very pleased with the financial progress made in 2017-18 

and we look forward to maintaining this strong performance in 2018/2019. In last year’s 

report, I said I was looking forward to achieving new and improved partnerships with our 

community. The team has achieved this, and more.  

The momentum Squash Ontario now enjoys is a direct reflection of the hard work and 

determination of our past President Janice Lardner. Her leadership at a time of significant 

challenge and change has significantly contributed to the success we are beginning to enjoy. 

We all look forward to building on her legacy to ensure development of the sport we are all 

privileged to enjoy.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Bob Mansbridge  
Director, Finance 
 



There were no questions on the finance report.  

Appointment of Auditors 

Upon motion duly made (Dan Van Morsel, Maple City Squash Club), seconded (Eric Baldwin, 

Badminton & Racquet Club) and unanimously carried, it was 

 

Resolved that: 

Chaggares & Bonhomme be appointed auditors of Squash Ontario to hold office until 

a successor is appointed at a remuneration to be fixed by the Directors, the Directors 

being authorized to fix such remuneration.  

 

Slate of Nominees for the Squash Ontario Board of Directors 

Kathy Cowper introduced the slate of nominees for election to the Squash Ontario Board of 

Directors. Bruce Marrison and Nicole Garon were up for re-election while Stephanie Bazin 

was newly nominated for the board.  

Upon motion duly made (Louis Cyr, Kingston Garrison Squash Club), seconded (Patrick 

Hartunian, Life Time Athletic) and unanimously carried, it was 

 

Resolved that: 

Bruce Marrison and Nicole Garon are re-elected and Stephanie Bazin newly elected as 

members of the Squash Ontario Board of Directors for the term of 2018-2020.   

 

Other Business 

Jamie Nicholls was asked to update the members on the Project 10k membership initiative 

and its progress. Jamie mentioned that this program has completed it’s second year and 

membership numbers are ahead of schedule. Squash Ontario is on target to achieve 10,000 

individual members by 2020.  

 

Jamie Nicholls presented Janice Lardner with the Special Achievement Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adjournment  

Upon motion duly made, (Danny Paolucci, Richmond Hill Squash Club), seconded (Robin 

Clarke, Toronto Cricket Club) and unanimously carried, it was 

 

Resolved that: 

The 2018 annual and General Meeting of Members be adjourned.  

 

 

Bruce Marrison, Chair 

 

 

Lynsey Yates, Secretary 

Dated this 15th day of June 2018 

 


